Know Why you Believe part 3 – Salvation, Sacrifice, Forgiveness

Bible Study 

Have you ever been part of, or attended an Anzac Day dawn service or parade?  What was it like?  Why do you think this has become such an important part of the Australian psyche?

What are your great mythic stories? To put it another way, which stories (books, films, legends, national or personal events) do you love because they present truths that give shape and meaning to life? Do they include elements of salvation, sacrifice, and freedom?

Wrestling with the Word
Salvation literally means ‘being saved from death.’ Unfortunately, this is one of the images of what Jesus has done for us which has somewhat lost its power, because it’s become ‘Christian-speak.’ We assume we know what it means, but that’s not necessarily true.  

Have you ever had an experience where you nearly died?  What saved you?

Investigate some of the following verses.  You might like to get people in your group to split into pairs or groups of three, and spend five to ten minutes in your smaller groups reading the passages, ready to come back and explain to the whole groups what you discovered about the links between sacrifice, salvation, freedom and forgiveness from your verses.

You might like to use the following table to record and report back.  Or, just write some things down on the back of the bible study sheet.

	Bible Passage
	Sacrifice
	Salvation
	Freedom
	Connections

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Passages for Groups to look at:

Hebrews 9:15, 24-28

Romans 3:19-26

Luke 1:68-79

1 John 4:7-12

Matthew 24:26-30

Salvation is one of the most powerful images of the Christian mythos – the story that is so deeply true that it gives shape and meaning to our lives.  There are many other images in the New Testament which give a picture or an image of what Jesus has done for us.  

 Briefly look at some of the images from the following table, or use them for further study if you wish in the weeks to come.

	Images of salvation
	Source of the image
	What God does for us in Jesus
	Contrast
	Example Biblical references

	Adoption
	Family
	God adopts us as his children
	Orphans/God’s children
	Ephesians 1:4-6, Romans 8:23

	Redemption
	Slave market
	God pays a ransom to set us free
	Slavery/freedom
	1 Peter 1:18,19; Eph 1:7, Gal 4:5

	Forgiveness
	Friendship
	God forgives our sins
	Broken relationship/ healed relationship
	Colossians 3:13, Acts 10:43

	Grafting in
	Agriculture
	God grafts us into his vine as branches
	Fruitless/fruitful
	Romans 11:17-24, John 15:1-17

	Rebirth
	Life/physical world
	God gives us new birth as his children
	Old life/new life
	John 3:1-8, 1 John 5:1

	Resurrection
	Life/physical world
	God raises us from death to life
	Dead/alive
	John 11:25, Acts 4:2

	Salvation (rescue)
	Life/death situation (eg Beaconsfield gold mine) 
	God rescues us from a certain death
	Doomed to death/able to live
	Acts 4:12, Luke 1:69-75

	Justification
	Law court
	God declares us to be righteous (not guilty) for Christ’s sake
	Guilty/Not guilty 
	Romans 3:21-26, Rom 4:25-5:1

	Reconciliation
	Family/friendship
	God turns us from his enemies into his friends
	Enemy/Friend of God
	2 Corinthians 5:18-20, Romans 5:10-20

	Enlightenment
	Physical world
	God brings us from darkness into light
	Darkness/light
	1 Peter 2:9-10, John 1:3-9, 1 John 2 Cor 4:6

	Citizenship 
	Politics
	God makes us his people – citizens of his kingdom
	Anonymity/Identity
	1 Peter 2:10-12, Hebrews 11:13-16

	Atonement
	Religion
	God covers our sins and makes us holy
	Unholy/holy
	Hebrews 9:11-14,26-28, 10:10,19-22, Romans 3:25

	Pardon
	Prison/law court
	God pardons our sins
	Condemned/Free
	

	Inheritance
	Family
	God makes us his heirs in Christ
	Poverty/riches
	1 Peter 1:4, Eph 1:14, Col 3:24

	Healing
	Life/physical world
	God heals us
	Sickness/health
	Acts 9:34, 1 Peter 2:24, Acts 28:27


Biblical Images of Salvation

As you look at the bible verses, consider and discuss the following questions:

What is the  image of salvation that is used in this verse or passage?  What pictures are painted in words for this aspect of what Jesus has done for us?

What is the source of the image?  Where in human experience do we find this image or analogy?

What exactly is it that God does for us in Jesus?

Thinking it over

Which images of salvation do you find resonating most strongly?  Why these ones?

What are the things that make it difficult to keep believing and holding on to the truths of the Christian mythos  - the true and powerful story of Jesus’ sacrifice for you and the freedom he has won?  How do the three great Enemies, sin, death, and the power of the devil attack you and make it hard for you to hold on to the truth?

What are the weapons you have in the battle?  Who is on your side from day to day?

In the story of The Wizard of Oz (a story with many elements of Christian mythos), the Tin Woodman is a character who no longer had a heart, although he was able to efficiently do his work because he was virtually indestructible.  But without his heart he could no longer love.  Comment on the following quote 
(from Waking the Dead by John Eldredge
).  Does it sometimes ring true in your own life?

“Our Enemy has come against us, and now we are all in some way like the Tin Woodman   We, too, have suffered a series of blows over time.  And we, too, have seized upon efficiency, busyness and productivity as the life we will live instead.  Now we are lost.  Dazed.  Alert and oriented times zero.’ Waking the Dead p 38

Which parts of the Christian mythos strike you as ‘Good News’ at this moment?

To refresh your memory, look over the following list.

Sacrifice – you are worth the price

Forgiveness – you are made friends with God

Freedom

Salvation

Set free FROM : 
sin

death

the power of the devil, 

Set free FOR

love

Peace with God

Good works

Lives that are holy and whole

Spend some time praying for each other, that you may believe, trust in, and be transformed by Jesus’ sacrifice, and the forgiveness and salvation he has won for us.
� Note: if you are intrigued and interested in finding more about the Christian mythos and how the sacrifice of Jesus sets us free and calls us to live a deep and full life, Waking the Dead by John Eldredge is a brilliant book, worth studying individually or as a group.








